
Letter from America
Dear Friends in the Regional Furniture Society, 
Greetings from the United States!
It has been a busy first half of 2019 as we celebrated 
Thomas Chippendale’s 300th birthday well past his 
301st! Special events on this side of the Atlantic included 
an exhibition and publication featuring Chippendale’s 
original drawings at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and a sold-out two-day symposium at the Museum of 
Early Southern Decorative Arts. At MESDA we were 
joined by RES members Adam Bowett and David Jones. 
Special tercentenary publications included a special issue 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin, 
‘Chippendale’s Director: A Manifesto of Furniture 
Design’, by Morrison H. Heckscher. Copies can be 
ordered from metmuseum.org.

There are plenty of upcoming furniture-related 
activities to tempt you to make a trip to the United 
States over the next six months. In September the new 
Leslie P. and George H. Hume American Furniture 
Study Center will open at Yale University in New 
Haven, Connecticut. Described as a ‘three-dimension 
textbook of American furniture dating from 1650 to the 
present’, it presents more than 1,300 objects that range 
in size from furniture fragments to architectural 
paneling. The Furniture Study will be augmented in its 
new location by the Bass Sack Family Archive. This 
archive contains the business records of Israel Sack, 
Inc. - one of the most important twentieth-century 
American antique furniture dealers - and more than 
25,000 photographic records of American Furniture. For 
more information visit artgallery.yale.edu.

Early next year the Georgia Museum of Art at the 
University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia, will host the 
10th Henry D. Green Symposium of the Decorative Arts. 
The symposium, January 30 through February 1, will 
feature two days of lectures on a range of topics 
celebrating two decades of scholarship on the lower 
American South. It will coincide with the exhibit
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Library Bookcase based on plate LXVII from Thomas 
Chippendale’s ist and and editions of The Gentleman and 
Cabinetmaker’s Director, Charleston, South Carolina, 
1765-1775, mahogany and cypress, H 106% in (270.5 cm), 
W 92 in (234 cm), D 27% in (70 cm). Museum of Early 
Southern Decorative Arts, Museum Purchase, acc. no. 946

‘Material Georgia 1733-1900.’ The exhibit, drawing 
together Georgia-made furniture and other objects from 
public and private collections, will be on view 
November 16, 2019 through March 15, 2020. More 
information can be found at georgiamuseum.org. Later 
that month, February 20 through 25, the Colonial 

Williamsburg Foundation will host the 71st Colonial 
Williamsburg Antiques Forum. More information can be 
found at colonialwilliamsburg.com. The Williamsburg 
Antiques Forum and the Green Symposium are the two 
largest gatherings of American decorative arts curators, 
collectors, and connoisseurs, and are both well worth 
the trip! Athens, Georgia, is easily accessible 
internationally from the Atlanta airport; Williamsburg, 
Virginia can be reached easily by international flights to 
Washington, D.C.

A number of new publications have increased our 
understanding of American regional furniture traditions 
over the past year. I want to highlight two books in 
particular: Christie Jackson, Brock Jobe, and Clark 
Pearce’s book Crafting Excellence: The Furniture of 
Nathan Lumbard and Jay Stiefel’s The Cabinetmaker’s 
Account: John Head’s Record of Craft & Commerce in 
Colonial Philadelphia, 1718-1753. Crafting Excellence 
traces the career of cabinetmaker Nathan I.umbard and 
the craftsmen community in and around Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts, in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth century. The Cabinetmaker’s Account 
presents the recently discovered Philadelphia account 
book of English-born joiner John Head. Head’s account 
book provides an unparalleled amount of evidence about 
the economics of craftsmanship in the early eighteenth 
century. Some RFS members may have heard Stiefel 
speak about his book this spring in London, Oxford, or 
Edinburgh. Copies of both books can be had from 
Amazon.co.uk.

Our two major furniture studies journals - the 
MESDA Journal and the Chipstone Foundation’s 
American Furniture - continue to produce new and 
exciting scholarship. The 2018 issue of American 
Furniture, edited by Luke Beckerdite, has just hit the

View of the Hume Furniture Study, Yale West Campus
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shelves. Among the articles in the new issue is a study by 
Erik Gronning of early baroque seating furniture made 
in Boston, a topic sure to be of interest to RFS members. 
The issue also includes an important article by Tara 
Chicirda and Mack Cox about the migration of 
cabinetmaker Daniel Spencer from Rhode Island to 
Kentucky at the end of the eighteenth century. Their 
research centered on the reattribution of a tail-case clock 
in the Colonial Williamsburg Collection. The 2.018 
volume of American Furniture can be acquired through 
amazon.co.uk.

The most recent volume of The MESDA Journal 
includes a pair of articles on the impact of Quaker 
cabinetmakers in the South. A. Nicholas Powers 
explores the Quaker-made furniture of the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley, while Robert Leath explores how 
Quaker cabinetmakers from Pennsylvania and New 
England forged a new identity in the North Carolina 
Piedmont. These recent articles, and more, including all 
back issues, can be found at MESDAjournal.org. New 
articles on all aspects of the decorative arts of the early 
American South are published regularly.

American furniture studies continue to benefit from 
the intersection of craft and curatorship. Most notable 
in this regard is Mortise & Tenon Magazine. Of 
particular interest to RFS members are Charles 
Hummel’s essay in Issue 4, ‘The Business of 
Woodworking: 1700 to 1840’, and Brock Jobe’s essay in 
Issue 6 about the scholarly effort to recreate an early 
American cabinetmaker’s workshop at Old Sturbridge 
Village in Massachusetts. RFS members will also 
appreciate Mortise & Tenon's commitment to high 
quality photography of the smallest construction details. 
Blog posts based on the articles as well as links to 
purchase current and past issues can be found on their 
website mortiseandtenonmag.com.

Finally, in my last letter I mentioned a gathering of 
representatives from the many online furniture 
databases at the Winterthur Museum. I am happy to 
report that the second meeting of that working group 
will be held at the Museum of Early Southern Decorative 
Arts in March 2.02.0.

All the best, »

Daniel Kurt Ackermann, Ph.D.
American Secretary 

Curator, the Museum of Early Southern Decorative 
Arts at Old Salem Museums & Gardens 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
DAckermann@oldsalem.org

Tall Case Clock, case attributed to Daniel Spencer, 
Lexington, Kentucky, black walnut, chestnut, yellow pine, 
H 95% in (242 cm), W 21% in (55 cm), D 11% in (28 cm). 
Colonial Williamsburg, Museum Purchase, acc. no. 
1951-5780
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