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This is an extensive treatment and includes an 
extensive bibliography, an appendix (The Imitators 
- Non-Shaker Chairs) and a pullout chart that gives 
a representative photograph and front, side, top 
and finial details of a chair that is characteristic 
of each of the Shaker communities that manufactured 
chairs. The chart also describes the subtle differ
ences between each communities chairs. This attention 
to detail is reflected throughput the book. After 
several introductory chapters that cover the history
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and style of Shaker chairs and a charming chapter 
that excerpts the notebook of chairmaker Freegift 
Wells (period 1861-1863 recorded: Wells made Shaker 
chairs for 67 years according to the text). The 
book takes a thorough look at chairmaking at 
Watervliet, Enfield, (N.H.) Canterbury, Pleasant Hill 
and six other Shaker settlements. Each chapter 
is very well illustrated with photographs from the 
past as well as the present. Most are in black 
and white but there are eight pages of excellent 
color photographs at the beginning of the book. 
Chairs are shown alone and in scenes of Shakers 
using them in their houses and shops. There are 
a number of finely focused pictures showing markings, 
turning, details, joining details, the tilt feature, 
seating specifics, etc. I was interested to note that 
the authors used the same techniques you are using 
to extract information from old photographs (paintingd) 
that originally were not taken to feature the chair.
I am also interested in the reference to Robert Wagan, 
probably the only well publicised Shaker chairmaker, 
whose name appears to be the same as that of a 
chairmaking town I remember being mentioned in one 

of the first 'Newsletters' I received. In addition 
to all it's other detail, the book reproduces a number 
of pages from old Shaker chair catalogues. The 
text is well written and reads easily. The research 
seems to have been careful and extensive. Most 
of the items shown are as well documented as you 
could expect of a book of this type. The Shakers 
left a number of useful records but not as many as 
any researcher would like. The authors use the 
term "chair" in a fairly broad sense and include 
stools, revolving stools, and such specialities as 
convenience chairs and a rocker that had been fitted 
with wheels for use of an invalid. Although there 
is an enormous amount of material presented, there 
is no sense of crowding or compression. Many chairs 
are given a full page of their own. All captions 
are clear and concise and do not intrude on the 
illustrations. The page size is approx. 9 x 12. 
This helps the impression of spaciousness. It is 
one of the more impressive treatments of Shaker craft 
that I have ever seen.

William J. Younie. Paramus,
U.S.A.
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