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I well remember the thrill of anticipation back in 1979 
when the first edition of Victor Chinnery’s book was 
published. Now 37 years later we hav^a new revised 
edition. When Vic wrote the book he apparently didn’t 
really expect it to sell more than 20 copies but after 20,000 
copies and seven reprints we now have a new edition of the 
book that is still recognizable as the original Oak Furniture; 
the British Tradition but is slightly bigger, 71b as opposed to 
the old 51b, though with slightly less pages, 551 compared 
to 579.

The book has undergone an elegant redesign in which 
there is more text per page. However, it has been possible 
to retain the old picture numbering system; so, for example 
Fig. 2:221 (a joined press cupboard) on p. 155 of the new 
edition is on p. 194 of the old 1st edition.

There are more colour pictures; some pictures that were 
originally in black & white are now in colour, they also 
have the same number. There is also additional colour 
photography, in which case the image number has a 
lettered suffix; thus Fig. 3: Illa is of an upholstered close 
stool in the new edition but does not appear in the original 
1979 edition. This continuity was at the instigation of Vic 

himself and he had approved of all the additional 
photography before he died in 2011.

There are other differences from the 1st edition, for 
example all the references are now at the end of each 
chapter. Furthermore, after a number of comments from 
readers who had difficulty in finding particular images the 
decision was taken to add a series of pages at the end of the 
book with contact-size pictures of all the furniture. This 
was an excellent addition as it was possible to see alteration 
in design etc. and made it very easy to find a particular 
picture

Advances in printing technology have impacted on the 
new edition in that it appears a much clearer, less cluttered 
book; all of the images, especially the line drawings seem 
less muddy and more distinct.

The book was written as much for dealers as for 
collectors. It looked at British oak furniture that one could 
actually buy as opposed to museum pieces, although there 
was precious little early furniture in museum collections. 
The new edition of Oak Furniture is still aimed at the same 
audience, with new text additions, especially as regards 
new work done on Exeter furniture and fittings. There is 
more in the section on Salisbury furniture and on late 16th- 
century design origins for what Vic termed ‘Laudian’ 
furniture.

Victor Chinnery set out to produce a singular, distinct 
book. It achieved that when it was first published and it 
remains so with its new additions and redesign. All who 
read this book will be grateful to Vic’s widow, Jan, for 
making sure that the book is still in print and up-to-date 
and the best introduction to oak furniture.
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