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The book’s subtitle is English Furniture & Daily Life 
1530-1700 and the book very much lives up to that 
concept. There are over 750 black and white pictures but 
none in colour; a particularly interesting feature is what the 
author terms Galleries, in which are gathered a dozen or so 
boxes, chairs, dressers etc to reveal aspects of their 
decoration and assembly.

The whole book consists of nine chapters, beginning 
with ‘things marvellouslie altred’ or a view of social changes 
during the period of the book, 1530-1700. Then a chapter 
‘The self at work’, but the main body of the book, the last 
seven chapters, are on Turners, Carvers, Dining, Seating, 
Storage, Small Tables and finally, Sleeping.

It is an effective way to lay out a book, especially one 
that is perhaps really aimed at those starting to be 
interested and beginning to collect oak furniture. There is a 
good bibliography but it includes some really quite old 
books where the more recent publications with up-to-date 
knowledge would be better. In line with this, the author 



used some terminology that is really old fashioned; rapier 
chest for the long plank coffers and the very Victorian 
‘credence table’ for the small six-sided folding table with 
turned legs. But the author then goes on to use ‘backstool’ 
to describe single chairs, an old, original term that has not 
been used for 30-40 years. The book is very much for the 
American reader hence some unusual terminology, for 
example snipe hinge for what is usually called a pin hinge 
or staple hinge this side of the Atlantic.

My only real quibble with the book is the inclusion of 
the very high-style marble-topped side table designed by 
William Kent for Palladian Chiswick House in c. 1735 and 
then calling it ‘high Baroque’. Despite these minor quibbles 
this is an excellent book and a great introduction to the 
subject at an excellent price.
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