
Barrie and Wendy Armstrong, 
The Arts and C rafts Movement in 
Yorkshire: A Handbook
Oblong. 2013. £25. 424 pages, 535 colour illustrations. 
Paperback

The Arts and Crafts Movement in 
the North East of England: 
A Handbook
Oblong. 2013. £21. 304 pages, 360 colour illustrations. 
Paperback.

These two useful guides are for those interested in the Arts 
& Craft Movement houses and objects of Yorkshire and the 
North East of England. Profusely illustrated, they 
complement a previous volume on the North West of 
England. It seems that the Movement is all too often 
thought to be a Metropolitan art form and these books go a 
long way to illustrate how widespread it was throughout 
the whole country.

The books are grounded on Arts & Craft architecture 
and there are many illustrations of fine churches and 
houses and the objects that they contain; stained glass in 
the churches, as well as communion plate, and especially 
after the Great War, many memorials to regiments and 
individuals; there are in addition examples of fine regional 
carved panels and woodwork.

Each book has an introduction, then a gazetteer^ 
arranged in the case of the North East by county, and then 
alphabetically. Then there is a really useful Who’s Who of 
architects and craftsmen that gives potted biographies of 
people and companies in each volume, for example Robert 
Thompson of Kilburn appears in both but the splendid art
glass company of Hartley, Wood & Co. is only in the 
North East volume. Each book has a good bibliography 
and index.

These are handy guides to regions of England and I for 
one hope that they might embark on a volume or two on 
Wales and its fascinating Arts & Craft survivals.

Treve Rosoman

Sir Ambrose Heal 
and the Heal Cabinet Factory 

1897-1939

Sir Ambrose Heal: Special 
Book Offer to Members
Oblong, the company which produces the Society’s journal 
and newsletter, will publish in the spring Sir Ambrose Heal 
and the Heal Cabinet Factory, 1897-1939 by Oliver S. Heal 
with an introduction by Christopher Claxton Stevens. The 
324-page, large format (330 x240 mm) hardback is 
generously illustrated and includes reproductions of Heal’s 
original designs alongside photographs. Detailed 
descriptions of the furniture, its design and manufacture, 
are supplemented by a biography of Heal the man and an 
informed analysis of Heal the retailer. The book is priced at 
£58 in the UK but members can obtain it for £49.50 if 
ordered from Oblong before 31 May. The offer is restricted 
to one copy per member; please write RFS member on the 
enclosed order. Overseas members, please contact the 
publisher for special offer rates.
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