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One of the great cultural events in Wales is the Eisteddfod. 
The first recorded Eisteddfod was held in the 12th century 
at Cardigan. Following the demise of the Welsh princes the 
Eisteddfodau gradually declined until they were revived in 
what is essentially their present form through the 
sponsorship of the London Welsh societies in the mid- 
19th century. At the present time Eisteddfodau are held in 
Wales at international, national and local levels.

One of the traditions associated with the Eisteddfodau 
is the awarding of a bardic chair for the best poetry in a 
very strict metre (cynghanedd). This book is not just a 
history of the bardic chair, but also paints a picture of the 
development of Welsh culture and the myriad influences 
such as migration, the Industrial Revolution and the rise of 
non-conformism, that have shaped the social and literary 
history of Wales.

The authors have developed the theme of the bardic 
chair in a chronological sequence and the book takes us on 
a .journey that begins at the court of Lord Rhys ap



Gruffudd in Cardigan in 1176 and ends with the chair 
awarded in Cardiff in 2008. The chapters are divided into 
periods, the first covering 1176-1788 and subsequent 
chapters covering much shorter periods. The first chapter 
gives examples of contemporary Welsh chairs although 
these are not necessarily chairs awarded to the bards. The 
later chapters contain well-provenanced examples of bardic 
chairs, both in terms of the craftsmen who made them and 
the bards to whom they were awarded.

Some notable examples of the chairs described in this 
volume include the ‘Black Chair’, awarded to Hedd Wyn at 
the National Eisteddfod at Birkenhead in 1917: Hedd Wyn 
had died in Flanders the previous month. Hard economic 
conditions resulted in much emigration from Wales, but 
the ties to the home country are amply illustrated by ‘the 
chair’. So we learn that the chair awarded at the 1926 
National Eisteddfod was sponsored by the Shanghai Welsh 
Society and that awarded at the National in 1951 was 
donated by the Welsh of Patagonia. The influences of war 
are illustrated once again by the example of the chair 
awarded at the Eisteddfod held in Cairo in 1943.

This is a beautifully presented and well-illustrated book 
which makes a significant contribution to the material and 
social history of Wales. The authors have managed to 
balance clarity and an overview for the non-specialist, with 
sufficient scholarship and rigour to make a significant 
contribution to academic research in this field.

Mi wnewch chifwynhau darlleny llyfr hwn.
Peter Collins


