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Among scholars in any field are those who hold their 
knowledge to themselves, and others who generously and 
openly offer their expertise to others. Such a researcher in 
the latter group is Linda Hall, who over recent years has 
worked to conjoin the study of vernacular architecture with 
that of vernacular furniture. Her lecture to the Regional 
Furniture Society and Vernacular Architecture Group, more 
than 10 years ago provided the first insight into what was 
to become a major direction in her work.

She spoke on the subject of her MA thesis, ‘The rural 
architecture of the Severn Vale’, and as she began to show 
slides of farmhouses, to my astonishment and delight, 
parts of built-in dressers and other furniture began to 
appear. Suddenly what had hitherto remained a ‘black 
hole’ for regional furniture studies, began to fill in, because 
Linda Hall’s work showed that in that part of 
Gloucestershire, houses had built-in furniture, often as 
part of the original fittings. On hesitantly asking her if it 
might be possible for us to visit these farms to record the 
furniture more fully, her response was to loan me her 
photographic collection, and to ring all of her contacts to 
pave the way for us to visit them; in this way, a partial 
record of Gloucestershire regional furniture was made.

Linda Hall’s work has moved on since those days, and 
her excellent book, Fixtures and Fittings in dated houses 1567 
- 1766, published by the Council for British Archaeology in 



1994, which she co-authored with Nat Allcock, provided a 
major resource for those in furniture studies who seek to use 
turnery profiles, mouldings, finials, carved decoration, lock
plates, hinges, and the like, as dating features, or even more 
progressively to identify regionality. For those involved in 
architectural woodwork, as church recorders, for example, or 
as buildings conservationists, this book offered an enormous 
range of dated and often regionalised detail of a kind not 
readily available elsewhere in comparative form, and extended 
its categories over virtually every kind of woodwork fitting, 
from glazing bars to plank and batten doors.

It is thus with pleasure that we can now report that 
Linda Hall has now produced a further updated volume, 
entitled Period House Fixtures and Fittings 1300 - 1900, 
published by Countryside Books. This work is some 224 
pages long, and is meticulously illustrated with line 
drawings which are mainly the author’s own work, as well 
as providing black and white photographs in other places. 
The book is easily accessed, being divided into nine 
sections, including: A brief history of the house; Doors; 
Windows; Staircases; Panelling; Ceilings; Fireplaces; Fixed 
furnishings, and a series of Appendices.

Within each of these chapter headings, a constant flow of 
detail is included, with most pages having comparative 
drawings of features, with each item dated by the house in 
which it was located; crucially, each design includes its 
county of origin. Thus, for example, on page 12, different 
drawings of ‘H’ hinges, ranging from a 1653 Leicestershire 
example, to an Arts & Crafts sample from Gloucestershire 
are shown. Other gems of information include drawings of 
the profiles of fielded door panel mouldings, providing a 
panoply of different designs from Wiltshire, Suffolk, and 
with four examples from Gloucestershire at different dates.

One cannot leave this treasure trove of information 
without referring the reader to Chapter 8, Cupboards and 
Shelves, and to delight in the illustration of six profiles of 
bench ends, taken from examples ranging from Brecon to 
Buckinghamshire. Examples of the shaped ends of dresser 
shelves feature in this chapter too, with superb 17th 
century examples from Gloucestershire and Wiltshire, 
Sussex and Monmouthshire. Of course, like all research 
methodologies, there are unavoidable flaws in this work 
since, for example, accurately dating the occurrence of a 
profile or device is important, but does not tell us over 
what period a particular design was used.

This research represents work in progress. At no point in 
Linda Hall’s research life will she reach a finite conclusion, 
since adding more research evidence is what I suspect spurs 
her on, and we can only hope that more volumes will 
appear to add to this most important systematic analysis; 
one which succeeds in being useful to both architecture and 
furniture people alike.
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