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This is the first book to be devoted entirely to English 
Windsors since Ivan Sparkes' The Windsor Chair of 
1976. It is richly illustrated, well over half the book being 
taken up by full-page black and white photographs, 
many of previously unpublished chairs, some of unusual 
interest. The text rarely refers to the illustrations, so that 
the impression is rather of two books which have been 
spliced together. Some illustrations appear twice or even 
three times which seems wasteful.

The text is frankly disappointing and, considering its 
long gestation, shows surprising evidence of having been 
written in a hurry. Inevitably in a book of this nature much 
of the content consists of the relaying of the work of 
researchers in the field. However, whether through the 
author's preference or the insistence of the publisher, no 
references are given. There is, however, a bibliography 
which includes most, but not all, of the author's sources. At 
times the text is perilously close to that of the sources, and a 
section transferred verbatim from Nancy Coyne Evans on 
p. 6, starting "Only two years later..." has not even been 
changed to "ten years later..." to fit into its new context.

Crispin assumes that makers who labelled or name- 
stamped their products pioneered the styles they 
produced, whereas there is no evidence for this. We 
know their names because they identified their work, not 
because they influenced design.

The author contends that Teaimpton chairs are not 
English at all but American imports. However as they are 
reportedly made of ash and elm or sycamore there can 
surely be no question of their being American, quite 
apart from the fact that there are important stylistic 
differences from superficially similar American chairs.

There is an extraordinarily muddled paragraph on 
p. 112 where the businesses of William Webb of 
Newington and Henry Webb and his successors of 
Hammersmith are confused and the latter's order for the 
supply of 6 'German' chairs to Lord Ducie (not Dulcie as 
he has it) and an order for chairs for Osterley are rolled 
into one. On the same page reference is made to a John 
Prior bill for "one rural chair", dated 1769, but the 
accompanying illustration shows a J. & R. Prior bill of 
1820 (Both are illustrated in Cotton's book).

A chart illustrating arm-supports, legs and splats by 
period is too clumsy in execution to be of value. The 
index is forbiddingly tortuous. If you wish to look up 
fan-back side chair it is no good looking under F. You 
have to look under W for Windsor chairs and then work 
through a succession of sub-sections headed Bowback - 
Armchairs - Fan-back - Side chairs. Not surprisingly the 
type-setter loses his way with the successive indentations 
each time he starts a new column. Apart from the 
complexity of this there is, of course, no logic in listing 
fan-backs under bowback armchairs.

Despite my adverse comments there is much in the 
book which will appeal to anyone with an interest in the 
subject. It is just a pity that with more time and 
commitment, and more clarity over sources, it could 
have been so much better.
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