
John Bray of Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, Windsor 
chair-maker
Over the years we have seen many chairs in South 
Lincolnshire, and nearby, like the one found in Newark, 
and the chair found in Stamford, with shortened legs, 
subsequently restored by Tim Garland. The arm and leg 
turnings and design of these chairs are identical. It was 
always a mystery who made them. On the seat-edge of 
the Stamford chair, however, is a stamp reading BRAY 
BOURN MAKER (Bourne is commonly without an e in 
the early nineteenth century). This is a previously 
unrecorded Windsor chair-maker’s stamp.

John Bray was born in Peterborough in 1786, one of 
six sons and two daughters of Edward Bray, turner, and 
Elizabeth, nee Adams. He married Mary Ann Bannister 
in 1809. By 1819 they had 4 children, the first being born 
in Peterborough in 1810, the second in Bourne in 1814. 
They seem therefore to have moved to Bourne between 
1810 and 1814.



left Chair found in Newark, right chair found in Stamford.

Directories and censuses of Bourne: In White’s 182.6, 
John Bray features as turner and chair maker, as he does 
in Pigot’s 1828—1829, in Star Lane and, in 1835, in West 
Street. In Pigot’s 1841, he appears as turner and cabinet 
maker. In White’s 1842, he is under joiners and cabinet 
makers and in Slater’s 1850 as cabinet maker.In the 1841 
census he is at West Street, Bourne, cabinet maker; in the 
1851 census, still in West Street, he is a retired turner 
and proprietor of houses, which latter occupation also 
appears in the 1861 census. He died in March 1867, 
aged 81.

John Bray’s brother Benjamin (1787-1850) was a chair 
turner at Holbeach, described as joiner, cabinet maker, 
furniture broker and pawnbroker. As well as making 
furniture, the brothers got into trouble. In the Stamford 
Mercury, 20 June 1823, John is recorded begging pardon 
and consenting to pay all reasonable expenses and 
promising not to offend again over an unprovoked and 
indecent assault on Elizabeth Hardy of Pointon. In the 
Stamford Mercury, 21 July 1820, Benjamin appeared as 
losing defendant at Lincoln Assizes in an action under a 
bond in bastardy, having fathered a child with Mary 
Tyars and then stolen the bond (which he had agreed to 
pay) from the solicitor to the parish. £1 and 5 shillings’ 
worth of chairs that Bray had made for the solicitor 
were offset against the damages awarded. The Judge 
said he hoped he would hear no more of Mr Bray.

We should end on a happier note: given that their 
father Edward was a turner (apprenticed himself aged 10 
in December 1770 to Francis Kimpton, turner of 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire), it is possible both Bray sons 
were trained in chairmaking by their father. But there is 
another intriguing possibility. The stamped Bray of 
Bourn chair is essentially the same pattern of the simple 
form of a Lincolnshire spindle-back chair as a stamped 
Taylor of Grantham chair. Each has the same leg and 
stretcher pattern but slightly different back heights.

BRAY BOURN MAKER stamp on the Stamford chair
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left to right Stamped Taylor of Grantham chair; stamped Bray of Bourn chair; detail showing the tenon of the underarm 
support let through the armbow



Letting the tenon of the underarm support through the 
armbow is rarely found in Lincolnshire except from 
these two makers’ workshops. John Taylor was born in 
1782, his brother William in 1784. Both were sons of 
Roger Taylor, Windsor chairmaker of Grantham who 
died in 1801 and whose widow Sophia then ran the 
workshop. John and William Taylor made Windsor 
chairs until 1815. Did John Bray do his apprenticeship in 
Grantham at Sophia Taylor’s business? The timing is 
right; perhaps he returned to Bourne to set up on his 
own using the design from Sophia’s workshop that her 
sons John and William do not appear to use? We leave it 
to the reader to judge.

William Sergeant 'and Julian Parker


