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Looking back over 40 years of furniture research Bill spoke 
about the excitement of delving into their social history. To 
illustrate his talk he had selected two fascinating objects, a 
mahogany box and an unusual Windsor high chair, in 
which a child could pull on handles either side to move the 
seat up and down. There was a patent label underneath 
about the mechanism. There is not space to report fully on 
both items, so this focuses on the rather ordinary 
mahogany box found at a local auction of farmhouse items 
at Wootton-under-Edge, inside which were three smaller 
ones. One made of Scottish laburnum, had inside it a 
number of miscellaneous items of no special interest. On 
the back though was pasted a handwritten note detailing 
the history of the box back to c. 1807. Intrigued Bill 
successfully bid for it, and soon after managed to contact 
the Eton-educated farmer who had put the box up for 
auction. Gradually the social history of the little box 
unfolded. Originally it belonged to a Miss Katherine Orr 
(b. 1791), passed down through the Gordon and Harford 
family from the Brigton Estate between Forfar and Glamis 
in Scotland through a number of generations. The 
handwritten note ends ‘To their second daughter Betty, this 
box is given by her cousin Amy Stock nee Gordon 1908'.

Gerry then spoke of her research to piece together the 
family tree over a number of generations. Two very useful 
Internet web sites for research in Scotland were 
scotlandspeople.gov.uk and edina.ac.uk, a statistical analysis 
of Scotland. With her painstaking research Gerry showed 
that Katherine Orr (b. 1791), was a daughter of John and 
Helen Orr nee Johnston. The little box had then passed 
down three generations to Grace Beata Mary Hamilton who 
married William Alfred Harford in the late 19th century. 
The box then passed to Amy Stock through one of their 
children Betty b. 1894 who died in the 1980s. Fascinating 
research, I wonder what they all did for a living? Research 
in progress will no doubt continue.

A photograph of label dated 1908, pasted inside the small 
laburnum wood box made in c. 1807
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