
Timber storage at the Barnsley workshop.

The Edward Barnsley 
Workshop and Bedales School, 
Hampshire
2 May

The visit started at the Barnsley workshop where we were 
met by James Ryan, designer and manager, who has been 
working there for many years, having been an apprentice 
before turning to design. The workshop is at Froxfield, set 
high up with spectacular views over a heavily wooded 
valley about three miles outside Petersfield. We began the 
tour outside at the wood store. James explained the 
importance of obtaining top quality timber and storing it 
carefully. He commented on the difficulty in finding woods 
and having them converted correctly for use. ‘

Also accompanying the group was Annette Carruthers, 
author of Edward Barnsley and his Workshop (White 
Cockade Publishing, 1992). With James she was able to 
tell us a great deal about the history of the workshop. 
Several craftsmen and apprentices were working so we 
could also see current pieces in production. Once inside 
we were shown the machine shop, which makes life far 
easier for today’s craftsmen than in Edward’s day: he 
resisted installing machinery until late in his career. James 
explained the apprenticeship scheme and emphasised the 
importance of this aspect of their work for the Edward 
Barnsley Trust. They have a steady supply of apprentices 
and always more candidates than places. The quality of 
work they achieve is remarkable and it was pleasing to see 
such a scheme in today’s working environment.

In the afternoon we visited Bedales School, on the 
outskirts of Petersfield, where Edward Barnsley was 
educated. After his time in the army he joined Geoffrey 
Lupton, who had founded the workshop in Froxfield, to 
gain some real experience of woodworking before taking 
up a teaching post back at Bedales.

Bedales school library, designed by Ernest Gimson.

One of his first jobs in 1920 was to help with the 
construction of the school library; this had been designed 
by Gimson before his death in 1919. The main structure of 
the building is formed of oak beams and gives the 
impression of an ancient tithe barn. All the furniture for 
the library was also made by the workshop. The tables, 
bookshelves and oak chairs were designed by Sidney 
Barnsley and the rush-seated ash chairs by Gimson’s 
designer, Edward Gardiner. The Barnsley workshop 
continues to repair them and make replacement chairs 
when necessary.

After the main visit, one of the housemistresses showed 
us round the grounds and into one of the older dormitory 
houses. It was a fascinating visit; the school has a very 
enriching and refreshing atmosphere. The Barnsley 
Workshop holds regular open days; for details, see their 
website, www.barnsley-furniture.co.uk
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