
3. Urquhart & Adamson Oak Table

Urquhart & Adamson conducted their furnishing 
business from Bold Street, Liverpool from 1849-1891.

They were successors to Thomas Urquhart, a carpet 
and cloth dealer, and insurance agent, est., 1833, in 
Lord Street Liverpool. They in turn were succeeded by 
the Oriental Import Co., at 13-15 Bold Street. In 1893, 
Rumney & Co., (9-11 Bold Street); and S J Waring & 
Sons, cabinet makers, (17-19 Bold Street), flanked the 
old U & A premises. In 1904 The Pioneer Complete 
Furnishing Stores were listed as occupying 9-19 Bold 
Street.

U & A expanded successfully in the latter part of the 
19th Century, surviving a major fire at their Church 
Lane premises in July 1854. Church Lane was one of 
their many premises. Apart from retailing a whole 
range of furnishings for domestic and commercial 
premises, they advertised themselves as 
warehousemen, cabinet-makers, chair-makers and 
upholsterers.

The English Regional Chair p.433 by B. D. Cotton 
illustrates Yorkshire-made Windsor chairs retailed by 
Urquhart and Adamson, Cabinet Makers, Liverpool.

The very substantial proportions of the Oak Table 
would suggest it was intended for club premises rather 
than a ship's cabin (they advertised as supplying both, 
but as the table is on castors it could be pretty lethal as a 
centre table in a ship's cabin). The drawers do not 
appear to have been used very much, suggesting that 
the table occupied a position in an entrance hall or 
library, in a club, rather than in domestic premises.

Documentary evidence of a 1990 sale of furniture by 
auctioneers Russell, Baldwin & Bright, in the 
Leominster, Herefordshire saleroom, shows that U & A 
kept up with design trends. An Aesthetic Movement 
bedroom suite of theirs was Lot No. 505 in the catalogue 
for 1st & 2nd August 1990: National Museums and 
Galleries on Merseyside were the buyers.

The applied carved panels that form the front of the 
drawers are of very good quality, but - for all U & A's 
advertising of the highest quality workmanship - the 
dovetail joints in the drawer linings are a design 
weakness.

Michael Haines

Fig. 11 Oak table by Urquhart and Adamson
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