
THOS. CONNOLD FECIT

Talking about Regional Furniture to 
others can be a rewarding experience in 
many ways. As a result of a recent talk to 
a Local History Society I came across the 
box illustrated (Fig.4) of which I was 
asked the purpose. It is of particular 
interest since its full history is known. 
Inside the lid is an inscription (in ink?) 
which reads Eliz H Connold May ye 6th 
1781 Thos Connold fecit (Fig.3)

Elizabeth Connold (baptised 8th July 
1757) married John Storer on 13th 
December 1781. Their daughter, Mary, 
married a Valentine Connold of whom 
the present owner is a direct descendant. 
Thomas Connold, Elizabeth's elder 
brother was baptised 4th July 1753. The

Fig. 3 InscriptionConnold family were farmers at 
Fressingfield in Suffolk from the early Sixteenth to 
the late Nineteenth Centuries.

The box measures 14 1/4" x7^4"x9 l/4" high, the 
top, front, back and sides of wainscot oak 5/16" 
thick, dovetailed all round. The pine bottom,V2" 
thick, is nailed on, its edges concealed by the plinth. 
The quality of the workmanship is admirable, the 
dovetails accurate and evenly spaced, the 
mouldings sharp and well mitred. The construction 
and fitting of the drawer, however, is highly 
individual. The pine linings are dovetailed front 
and back, but their outside measurements are 1/2" 
narrower and V8" shallower than the opening; the 
nailed on bottom has therefore been left projecting 
beyond the sides and below it, are glued and 
pinned two runners. With this arrangement, it is not 

surprising that both ends of the cockbeading, which 
fills the gap at the front, have been knocked off.

Here, in fact, is a perfect example of a gifted 
amateur's work from the period. The external 
appearance is that of much typical provincial 
eighteenth century furniture, yet it is obvious the 
maker had little or no experience in fitting drawers. 
Certainly there are no known records of any 
member of the Connold family being apprenticed as 
joiner or cabinet maker, but one should not be 
surprised at the skill involved in its making. Wood 
working tools appear in many old farmhouse 
inventories. It is possible that many such small 
country pieces were made under similar

Fig. 4 Oak trinket box, 1781

circumstances, just as it is known that 
Welsh love spoons were carved by 
the suitors themselves.

As for the purpose of the box, it 
was clearly originally fitted with a lock 
and there are a series of holes in the 
drawer and base by which the drawer 
can be secured with a thin metal rod 
from inside the top compartment. 
Presumably the box was an 
engagement present to Elizabeth 
Connold from her elder brother and 
was intended as a trinket box.
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