
FRONTISPIECES & OTHER EARLY ENGRAVINGS

In the hope of finding engraved illustrations of 16th 
and 17th century furniture, I have been searching 
among frontispieces and other engraved plates in 
many volumes published pre 1700. As yet I have 
found few but a vast field of search remains.

Figs 4, 5 & 6 can however serve as a reminder of the 
many modest bracket-supported hanging shelves of 
which very few can have survived, but which must 
have been made to serve, many useful purposes in 
addition to that of book storage. It may be 
significant, suggesting common usage, that Francis 
Bacon, Viscount St Albans, one time Lord 
Chancellor of England is depicted in Fig. 4 as 
having the same type of bracket supported single 
bookshelf as the humble recluse Henry Welby has 
in Fig. 5. Both were engraved by William Marshall, 
Welby's in 1637 and Bacon's in 1640.
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Fig. 5 Henry Welby

Fig. 6 is from the 1659 second edition, but first in 
English, of Everard's "A Discovery of Tobacco" first 
published in Antwerp, but the presence of the often 
called "chaise Lorraine" type of chair, then in 
common use in France and the Low Countries, 
suggests that the original Antwerp engraving was 
re-used for the English edition which, incidentally, 
shows the same type of hanging bookshelf in use 
across the Channel.

Fig.7 merely offers details of coffin construction and 
presumably implies long usage of the term "coffin 
stool".

Details of other early engravings of furniture 
needed and most welcome.

Fig. 4 Francis Bacon
Pauline Agius
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