
EDITORIAL

Twenty years ago, Gillows of Lancaster, who began to mark their furniture with a stamp 
about 1780, were generally regarded as the only firm outside London who consistently 
identified their work. The stamped or labelled products of other makers, dating from 
before about i860, were considered occasional rarities. Happily, research has advanced 
over the past two decades and there now exists an increased awareness of regional 
furniture which is marked in some way with a name and place of manufacture. Several 
individual pieces and some small anthologies of work have been published; notably in all 
six volumes of Regional Furniture and in volumes XII (1976) and XIV (1978) of Furniture 
History ; numbers which have appeared under the editorship of Christopher Gilbert. It is 
since the publication of the Dictionary o f English Furniture Makers in 1986 that our 
appetites have been really whetted for the appearance of a substantial visual anthology.

This volume is a start, arranging by type examples from a wide geographical area and 
showing a broad range of maker’s responses to local requirements and prevailing fashion. 
The opportunity has been taken to combine newly-discovered material and examples 
which have been previously-published with the aim of encouraging fresh comparisons and 
prompting new research into different furniture sub-groups. There are obvious 
omissions, such as the vast category of stamped turned chairs, but no attempt has been made 
to represent this subject in this limited space. The reader is confidently directed to 
Bill Cotton’s comprehensive study The English Regional Chair (1990)

Recording identified and marked furniture in the vernacular tradition is an area in 
which serious fieldwork is still in its infancy, a state which is reflected by the 
preponderance of fashionable furniture in the present anthology. Furniture which is 
labelled in some way has been most frequently recorded and collected and it has been 
possible here to compile some small debut anthologies of pieces by particularly prominent 
makers such as John White of Chichester and James Mein of Kelso, showing different 
versions of their labels at various dates. Particular centres have emerged as rich sources 
of marked fashionable furniture; Edinburgh, Norwich and Hull, for example, have yielded 
especially pleasing results. It is rewarding to apply our new knowledge of regional price 
book specifications to furniture from such centres. The card tables by William Cockburn 
of Cupar and James Mein of Kelso, for instance, both correspond neatly to specification 
in the Edinburgh Book o f  Prices (18 11).

The transmission of furniture making traditions and styles to English-speaking 
countries outside England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales is an important subject which has 
not been overlooked. The clutch of selected pieces by emigrant makers includes an 
example from an early-eighteenth century Leicester craftsman’s repertoire, made in the 
period before he left for Philadelphia, and two newly-discovered items by cabinet makers 
who established their respective careers in Jamaica and North Carolina.

Most of the English makers featured here are recorded in the Dictionary o f  English 
Furniture Makers 1660-1840 but a noticeable proportion, especially clockcase makers, are 
not. The continuity throughout the nineteenth century of a lively variety in regional 
clockcase design has influenced the decision to set the cut-off date for this anthology at 
i860.



This volume reflects the energy of particular individuals in recording and collecting 
elusive examples of stamped, labelled or inscribed regional furniture. Many museum 
collections are only just being assembled, but where they have gathered momentum, 
excellent results are being achieved. A number of museum keepers have been especially 
active in making contributions to the 1993 volume. It is hoped that this introductory 
anthology will encourage local scrutiny and a careful watch in likely places, particularly 
regional salerooms, for identified furniture which is in danger of disappearing without 
record.

The Council wishes to express special thanks to Fay Ireland and May Honeyman who 
have given their time and committed voluntary help towards the production of the 1993 
number. Ercol Furniture Ltd, High Wycome and Avon Antiques, Bradford-on-Avon have 
made generous donations and a substantial grant has been received from The Russell 
Trust. The Society is extremely grateful for their help.
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