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On surveying the landscape of British furniture studies in a prefatory note to the first 
number of Regional Furniture, the hope was expressed that our Journal would provide an 
inspiration and focus for research on Scottish, Welsh and Irish traditions. Happily, due 
largely to the energy of David Jones and his students at St Andrew’s University, there has 
been a remarkable surge of articles about Scottish furniture which hopefully will lead on to 
an ambitious Dictionary project. The present volume, with five contributions on Scottish 
themes, eloquently underlines this achievement. There has also been a lively revival of 
interest in Welsh furniture, spearheaded by Luke M illar, Philip Havard, Richard Bebb, and 
others who, before the foundation of the RFS in 1986 had published little. Our member, 
Claudia Kinmonth, is on the point of completing her book-length study, Irish Vernacular 
Furniture, while Bill Cotton is actively investigating M anx furniture, which leaves the 
Channel Islands as virtually the only region where a tradition of furniture studies still 
remains to be established.

On the mainland, Gabriel Olive has made available to the community of scholars his 
immense knowledge of West Country dressers, settles and coffers, while Susan Bourne and 
Susan Stuart are concentrating on the North-West area. The value of Cabinet- and 
Chair-Makers’ Books o f Prices as factual compendia is now fully appreciated and, due 
almost entirely to the exertions of Bill Cotton, we know far more about regional turned 
chairs than anyone imagined possible six years ago. We must all be grateful to Anthony 
Wells-Cole and Victor Chinnery for promoting the study of seventeenth-century provincial 
oak furniture —  not a widely popular topic just at present.

There are golden opportunities for research on fashionable provincial furniture; 
Sebastian Pryke in Edinburgh has, to be sure, made capital progress, and some work on 
Norwich, Chester, Doncaster, Lancaster and Glasgow is in print, but coverage is patchy. A 
volume devoted to illustrations of stamped or labelled up-market furniture from the regions 
would be inspiring. Common furniture produced in urban workshops, recording institu
tional furniture and inventory analysis/interpretation are subjects which deserve more 
careful study. The challenges and rewards are endless. One branch of furniture which is 
perhaps unfairly neglected because it is felt by many to be boring, is Victorian commercial 
furniture made in large urban centres for middle-class markets which follows routine 
historical styles.

The Society has been extremely fortunate in attracting grants and sponsorship totalling 
nearly £20,000 towards the cost of publishing Regional Furniture, Vols i-v i. For generous 
financial help with this number, the Council wishes to thank the National Trust for 
Scotland, the Chipstone Foundation, the M arc Fitch Fund, the Twenty-Seven Foundation 
and the British Antique Dealers’ Association Cultural and Educational Trust.
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