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TH E EDWARD CRANE CORRESPONDENCE

The following extracts from Edward Crane’s correspondence have been taken from the Preston Guardian, 
where they were published in a series entitled “ Sketches in Local History: Memorials of an old Preston family” 
by W.A. Abram between iy 1*1 February and 30 ^  June, 1877. The correspondents are Edward Crane himself, 
and his widowed mother Mary, of Norwich, and their letters are addressed to his late father’s brother Thomas 
Crane, an ironmonger living in Preston. Mary calls her brother-in-law “ Brother” (contracted to “ Bror.” ), 
common practice in the i8 ĉ  century. Edward is referred to as Ted, Ned or Neddy.

Mary to Thomas. Norwich, April 3, 1762.

Dear Bror.,
...We have given over all thoughts of making Ted a [Presbyterian] minister, and his inclination seems set on 
being an upholsterer; if I can meet with a proper master and have it in my power to comply with the terms. It 
is here a very beneficial business, and great wages given to journeymen. He is a fine boy, and grows more and 
more like his papa...
I am, your affect. Sister, Mary Crane...

Mary to Thomas. Undated. [Probably 1763].

Dear Bror.,
...As far as I can judge, Ned’s inclinations are in the upholstering line; being a boy of great activity, a trade that 
requires constant application may suit his genius, but he is to eat and lodge with his Master (who has been 
married about three years to a very agreeable good-natured woman), except on Sundays, when, at my desire, 
he is to be along with me. My friends in general seem pleased with this disposition of him, and Mr. Wither’s 
[Henry Withers, upholsterer] character rises upon us the more we hear of him...
I am, Dear Bror. Your affect. Sister, M. Crane.

Mary to Thomas. Norwich, April 2 1 , 1764.

Dear Bro’r,
...Ned, after being on liking [on approval or on a provisional contract] about two weeks, was on Wednesday 
last bound for Seven years, to the mutual satisfaction of all parties. I hope it is for the best; and when we have 
used our best endeavours we must leave the rest to an over-ruling Providence. He is a sensible, active boy, and 
grows more and more like his papa both in person and manners, and consequently is very engaging...
Your affect’e Sister, Mary Crane

Mary to Thomas. Norwich, Sept. 6, 1764.

Dear Bro’r,
...Neddy goes on extremely well; very well pleased with his situation, and his master fond of him; he says 
Neddy is very apt and ready at taking in the various parts of the business, except the use of the needle, but the 
time is short yet that he has been used to that sort of employment.
Yours affect. Sister, Mary Crane.



Mary to Thomas. Norwich, March 25, 1766.

Dear Bror.,
...M y son has now served two years of his time, and is as pleased with his situation as he was at first, which is 
a great satisfaction to me.
Your affect. Sister, Mary Crane.
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Edward to Thomas. Norwich, June 19 , 1768.

Hon’d Sir,
...[discusses the recent City and County election] the slackness of our Manufactory [i.e. the worsted industry], 
which is almost at a stand, made us apprehensive of a Mob, but the great success that the mackerel fishery has 
met with has been of prodigious advantage to the working hand, large mackerel selling for a halfpenny each... 
Your dutiful Nephew, Edward Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Norwich, Jan. i9 t*1, 1770.

Hon’d Sir,
...The weaving business has been very bad for some time. We are continually hearing that one or another is 
made bankrupt; upwards of twenty within this three months. One gentleman that belongs to our congregation 
is broke for Sixty Thousand Pounds [this would be Philip Stannard, eminent master worsted weaver., The figure 
was actually assessed at £47,000. He had ventured disastrously into the export trade in an attempt to bypass 
the London merchants -  Priestley, Ursula, ed., The Letters of Philip Stannard, Norfolk Record Society, Vol. 
LVII, 1992, pp. 18-20] and one of our Aldermen for Thirty Thousand, indeed, he is a Tallow Chandler, but the 
greatest number of them are either Weavers or belong to the Manufactory. The number of sales that are 
occasioned by these breaks will be a great hindrance to the upholstery business...
Believe me to be, hon’d sir, your dutiful Nephew, Edward Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Norwich, Feb. 2nc*, 17 7 1 .

Hon’d Sir,
...As you were so obliging as to make me a present of my Freedom in your Town, and I am now of age, I should 
be glad to know whether it is necessary to have a copy of it, tho’ it is very probable I shall never make any use 
of it. In about 7 weeks I shall be out of my time, when I intend going to London for improvement in my 
business, and shall continue there some time...
I am, Hon’d Sir, you dutiful and affect. Nephew, Edward Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Bury St Edmunds, May 281*1, 17 7 1 .

Hon’d Sir,
I take this first opportunity of informing you how I have disposed of myself since the completion of my 
apprenticeship. In my last I informed you I had thought of going to London; but in February I had a proposal 
made me of taking the management of a gentleman’s business in this town, who is in a very large business. I 
have been here ever since, and am exceedingly pleased with my situation, as my Master behaves to me in every 
respect as if I was his partner, not his servant.
...Please to direct for me at Mr. Bullen’s, Upholsterer, Bury St. Edmunds, and it will come safe to the hands of, 
hon’d Sir, Your dutiful Nephew, Edward Crane.
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Mary to Thomas. Norwich, Aug. 3 1 st, 1772- 

Dear Bro’r,
...[Ned] came to see me about 7 weeks ago. It was only a look, for he spent but one day with us...The 
gentleman he is with at Bury is in great business, so Ned is fully employed, which I think a great happiness, for
I hope he is getting an insight into the business almost as much as if he was at London__
I am, your affect. Sister, M. Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Bury, Sept. 2.1st, 1772.

Hon’d Sir,
...I am in the same situation as I was when I wrote last, and till I can hear of a shop where I am likely to succeed 
for myself shall remain. I have not been at Norwich lately, but when I heard, my Mother and Sister were both 
well. I sometimes think I should like to settle in Lancashire, if there was any probability of succeeding, though 
the business I should follow, viz., upholstery and auctioneering, depends so much upon interest that it deters 
one from attempting in a strange place, and Norwich is too full already; but it is time enough yet, and something 
may happen that may make it agreeable in Norwich, which place I should prefer to any other...
Believe me to be, dear Sir, your affect’e kinsman, Edwd. Crane.
Direct to me at Mr. Henry Bullen’s, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk.

Mary to Thomas. Norwich, May i st, 1773.

Dear Bro’r,
...I heard from Ned on Wednesday. He is very well, and very happy in his present situation. Indeed, Mr. Bullen’s 
treatment is more like that of an equal than a servant. His case is the common one of most of the young men 
that now finish their apprenticeships. Many continue servants that have but small fortunes, and those that have 
larger turn Farmers...
Your affecte. Sister, M. Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Bury St. Edmund’s, Sept. znĉ  1773 .

Hon’d Sir,
...As for myself, I am in the same situation I was in before, nor do I see at present any prospect of changing. I 
should be glad to know how I stand in respect of my freedom, whether it entitles me to vote at the next Election. 
I should be glad if you would send me a copy of it, which you may do by the Bury Fly from the Bull Inn, 
Bishopgate-street, London, directed to me at Mr. Henry Bullen’s, upholsterer...
[I] remain, with great esteem, Hon’d Sir, your affect. Nephew, and very obdt. Servant, Edwd. Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Norwich, Dec. 3 ^ , 1774.

Dear Sir,
...I have taken a shop in the London Lane, which you may recollect is not far from my mother’s; and for this 
four months which I have been in it have met with as much encouragement as I could expect...
I am, dear Sir , your affct. kinsman and very humble servant, Edward Crane.



Mary to Thomas. Norwich, December 30^ , 1777.

Dear Bro’r,
...Edward has had pretty trade this year, particularly in the auctioneering way, which is a beneficial branch of 
his business...
I am, you affe’ct Sister, M. Crane.
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Mary to Thomas. Norwich, March 6^, 1779.

Dear Bro’r,
I have proposed writing to you for several months past, but at the time I intended it at first, my Son was in 
treaty for a house (as his first shop was too small for his business), and I thought I would defer writing ‘till I 
could inform you of our removal. We were kept in suspense ‘till after Christmas, the last occupier being desirous 
of letting it to some person that would have purchased a stock of linen drapery. We got into it about ten days 
ago; it is the same lane [i.e. London Lane], but a better situation, an excellent shop and a good house, but a 
large rent. If it answers in proportion as well as the first we shall have great reason to be thankful...
I am, dear Brother, your affec’te Sister, Mary Crane.

Mary to Thomas. Norwich, May zzn < 1780.

Dear Brother,
...I have deferred writing longer than I ought to have don; but my son’s illness and long confinement ...took up 
so much of my time and attention that I hope it will in some measure plead my cause. The rheumatic pains fixed 
in his neck, and for some time he could not move his head from the pillow without assistance. He has been 
three months confined, but has been gradually getting better for some time, though not yet free from pain, and 
it has left a contraction and stiffness in his neck, for which he has been advised to bathe in sea water, and is 
now at Yarmouth for that purpose, which I hope will be of service to him. It is a very painful complaint. I think 
both Father and Mother Crane were afflicted with it...
I am, dear Brother, you affectionate Sister, Mary Crane.

Edward to Thomas. Norwich, Nov. 27^ , 1780.

Dear Sir,
...thank God, I have now the pleasure to inform you that I have had no return of my rheumatic complaint this 
winter...
Had I any one who could manage my business for me, I assure you I should have paid you a visit long since; 
but one branch of my business, namely, the auctioneering and appraising, can be transacted only by myself...
I remain, Dear Sir, you obedt. Servant, Edward Crane.


